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i Tart of a Letter to the Tubli fiber, from the fyyerend 
Mr. Abr# de la Pry me, giving an Account of fome 
Ob (erV adorn he made concerning Vegetation. 

S Ome have made Experiments of the Meliorating,Fertili¬ 
zing and Multiplying of Grain, by fteeping them in di¬ 
vers Liquors* T)tgby fomewhere mentions a Plant of Barley, 
all riling from one Corn, that by fteeping and watering 
with Saltpetre, diftolv’din Water, brought forth 249 Stalks, 
and above 18000 Grains. And the laft Edition of Camb- 
den, mentions a thing very obfervable, that the Corn fown 
in a Field in Cdtnival, after a great Battle in the Civil War 
time, bfdught forth 4 Ur 5 Ears on every Stalk. I have try- 
fed fome fuch like Experiments oil feveral Grains, and tho’ I 
have not been fo happy, as to meet with that increafe there¬ 
in that I expected, yet as fome of them were diverting to 
hife itl beholding, and perhaps may be to you in reading, 
(b I will fill this Letter with fome of them, that it may 
wot cotfie to you empty* 

Upon the i2d of March , 1699. I laid to fteep, 

A Pea, a Barley Corn, and a Wheat Corn, in Brimftone 
Water. 

A Pea, a Wheat, a Barley and ah Oat Corn, in Allom Wa¬ 
ter. 

A Pea,a WheatjaBarley,and anOat Com, in ah old Dilfol. 
of Salt of Tartar. 

A Pea, a Wheat, a Barley, and an Oat, in the Cap* Mort. 
of Sal Arm. diifolved in Urine. 

A Pea, a Wheat, a Barley, artd an Oat, in the dilfolve of 
the Salt of Walls. 

A Pea, a.Wheat, a Barley, aftd an Oat, in the dilfol. of 
Saltpetre. 

A Pea, 
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A Pea, a Wheat, a Barley, and an Oat in Kojloc or Star 
Geliy. 

A Pea, a Wheat, a Barley and an Oat Corn in Urine. 

1 fteep’d them thus 5 days and 5 nights, and fet them 
in aGarden in a good Soil, againfl: a North Wall,full in the 
Sun, on the 27th of the fame Month, after a rainy Night, 
with a Pea, a Wheat, a Barley, and an Oat unfteeped. 

Upon the 10th of April following, I went to fee them, 
and found that fome' were juft come up, fome not. 

The Pea, the Barley and the Wheat fteep’d in Brimftone 
Water, all up together. 

The Pea fteep’d in Alom Water very big andfwell’d,but 
not fo much as fprouted, but the Barley, Wheat and Oat 
above ground. 

The Pea fteeped in an old folution of Salt of Tartar, 
was half come up, the Wheat fcarce fprouted, but the Bar¬ 
ley and Oat quite up. 

The Pea, the Wheat, the Barley and Oat fteep’d in the 
Caput Mart . of Sal Armoniac didblv’d in Urine, were all 
up together y as were alfo the next row that were fteep’d in 
the Solution of Salt of Walls. 

The Pea and Wheat fteep’d in the dilfolution of Salt¬ 
petre, were about half up, but the Barley and Oat quite 
up. 

Thofe which were fteep’d in N&Jloc, were none of them; 
come up, nor fcarce fprouted. 

The Barley and Oat fteeped in Urine were come up;, but 
the Pea and Wheat fcarce fprouted. 

And laftly, to my great furprize, the Pea, the Wheat, the 
Barley and the Oat that were not at all fteeped, were all of: 
them as foon up as any of the former, except only the 
Wheat, which was about half up. 

I fet them all a Finger deep in the Ground, and there 
was all the time of their growth very fine Weather. 

From all which I humbly fuppofe that Allom Water is 
againfl: the nature of Peas, and retards their growth, but 
agrees well enough with Wheat, Barley and Oats. That: 
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That the folution of Salt of Tartar is not friendly to the 
nature either of Peas or Wheat, but agreeable or concor¬ 
dant to the nature of the Oats and-Barley. 

That the Water of Saltpetre had not here any of the 
great Power or Vertue I expe&ed, &c. 

And that thefe (teepings did not further any of the faid 
Grains in their growth and coming up, but manifeftly and 
plainly retarded fome or moft of them. 

Then I digged them all up but three fpires of Barley, 
which I let Hand about a foot and a half, or two foot, one 
from another, which grew and increafed fo exceedingly,that 
they had fixty, fixty five, and fixty feyen ftalks apiece from 
their Angle Grain and Root, with every one an Ear on, and 
about forty or fomewhat more Corns apiece in them, which 
increafe perhaps proceeded not fo much from the Grain 
having been fteeped in any Liquors, as from the fertility 
and goodnefs of the Soil, and their competent ’iilance one 
from another. I obferved that new (hoots continually ftruck 
up from the Root j and that, as in the Eaft and Weft bi- 
dies , there are Trees that always bear Blolfoms and Flow¬ 
ers, green and ripe Fruit at the fame timej fo that here if 
the envigorating heat of the Sun had not been cool’d and 
weakned by the approach of the Winter Seafon, there 
would have continually been new, ripe Corn, and empty 
Ears on the fame Root. 



